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Silly Season
It’s the Silly Season again. The weather is warming up, the reptiles have woken
up, baby birds are ﬂedging and macropods are hurling themselves under the
wheels of moving vehicles (and in some cases, stationary vehicles.)
Hopefully as the weather warms up we will start to see fewer cases of
rodenticide poisoning, but this is the time of year when we start to see
insecticide poisoning crop up. Insecticides are very nasty, being neurotoxins
with no available antidotes. Speed is of the essence when treating poisoning
of any kind and veterinary attention is needed due to the drugs required for
treating the symptoms, so remember to keep the Society emergency numbers
handy in case you ﬁnd something that needs our help.

“Any idiot can talk to animals.
It takes a particular kind of idiot
to sit still for long enough
to try and figure out
how to listen to them”
- Nancy Tang

Grumpy old wildlife rehabilitator

2016 Perth Royal Show

Well the Royal Show is over for another year and what a great eﬀort put in by
everyone to make it the success that it was. The Petstock Animal Nursery is a great destination for families to visit and see all kinds of
animals including our beautiful birds of prey. Of course our gorgeous owls stole the show as did our magniﬁcent Wedge-tailed Eagles,
Anastasia and Micro. The event gives us a wonderful opportunity to promote the welfare of Western Australia’s unique raptors and to
press the point for the need to preserve and conduct good management of urban bushland, wetlands and our forests. I was reminded
this year in a letter of thanks from the Nursery’s new co-ordinator, Georgia Reid, that the Animal Nursery is the Royal Show’s most
popular attraction with over 150,000 visitors over the 8 days. Wow! No wonder some of us lose our voices by the end of the week. Our
petition for the removal of the mitigation licence from our Wedge-tailed Eagle was up and running again with many hundreds of
signatures to be added to last year’s total.
My grateful thanks to members Yvonne, Marra, Dominic, Phil and Nancy who donate their time and birds, without which there would
be no display. And to those members who manned the display table, Richard, Alicia, John, Bethan, Kerin, Erin, Savannah, Renae,
Michelle, Carl, Dion and new comers this year Anna, Kylie and Jane you all did a magniﬁcent job, thank you, and I hope you enjoyed
yourselves enough to be up for more in 2017.
As this is our last Newsletter for the year, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and
safe 2017.
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Sibling rivalry! Two of the Eagles Heritage Black Kites take a swipe at each other in flight.
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Christmas Function and General Meeting
Our next meeting will be our Christmas get-together which will be hosted by member Yvonne at the WA Bird of Prey Centre in Bennett
Springs (next to Whiteman Park) on Friday, 2 December 2016.
The WA Bird of Prey Centre is located at 92 Dulwich Street, Bennett Springs.
We will kick oﬀ with a late morning meeting at 11:00 am —this is to allow our Coordinator Phil to be there as Friday is the only day he
gets oﬀ work during school term time (he and Kathy work seven days a week during the hols!) and he needs to leave by mid-afternoon
to get back to Margaret River and unload the wagon while there’s still daylight to see by.
After the meeting we will have lunch, followed by some training.
At 6:30 pm as people can get away from work, there will be a recap of the salient points from the meeting and presents! Yes, we will
have some useful gear for our active rehabbers. If you are bringing a junior member, please let us know well beforehand so we can
organise something age-appropriate.
As the sun goes down we will ﬁre up the barbecue (weather permitting) and share a raptorial repast. There will be road kill
(preservative-free sausages) and road kill that has been run over more than once (hamburger patties) as well as vegan options and a
variety of non-raptorial accompaniments followed by dessert mice.
If Australia Post delivers the stuﬀ on time (and they’ve been pretty abysmal lately) we will also review some new merchandise for next
year’s Royal Show.
It’s our Christmas Function and Christmas is all about family so yours are welcome to come along. Again—if you’re bringing the kiddies,
please let us know so we can provide for them. Water will be provided. If you want anything more complicated than that to drink,
please BYO.
For catering purposes, please RSVP to Noelene on 08 9453 6567 and advise us of any special dietary requirements you or your family
may have.
Hope to see you there!
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Member Marra meets a Naso Red Tail at Jamarri on the AGM weekend
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